
Same or Different? 
Beginning Sound Isolation Practice 

 Prerequisite: the child must be able to independently isolate beginning sounds of 
spoken words. 

 This material is not designed to teach beginning sound isolation but to give practice 
opportunities to those who already have this skill. 

 Beginning Sound Isolation is a crucial skill for understanding the alphabetic principle 
and learning the SOUNDS of the alphabet letters. 

 If a child can look at an image of a BEAR and be able to isolate the beginning sound 
of that word, then that child will understand and be able to learn the sound of the 
letter b next to that image. That's the alphabetic principle at the letter level. 

 "We teach the alphabetic principle before we teach the alphabet." 

Lesson 

1. Teacher takes several turns showing the child to first speak the words for both im-

ages (Example: PENGUIN - POPCORN) and then to isolate the beginning sounds of 

both images (Example: /p/...PENGUIN--/p/...POPCORN). 

2. If the two images have the same beginning sound ("PENGUIN and POPCORN both 

start with /b/; thumbs up!") place a translucent game piece on the THUMBS UP 

image or place a non-translucent game piece on the THUMBS DOWN image so that 

only the THUMBS UP image is showing. 

3. If the two images DO NOT HAVE the same beginning sound ("LION and TABLE don't 

start with the same sound.") place a translucent game piece on the THUMBS DOWN 

image or place a non-translucent game piece on the THUMBS UP image so that only 

the THUMBS DOWN image is showing. 

4. The teacher may also wish to photo copy and cut  this material to use as tiny work-

sheets, showing the child to color in the THUMBS UP or THUMBS DOWN image. 

However, I believe that the child must first use game pieces as described above to 

demonstrate some level of mastery with this material. Once the teacher has 

checked the work, the child can be invited to color in the correct choices. 

5. If the child is not consistently choosing the correct answer, the teacher has intro-

duced the material too soon and must take a step back to better prepare the child 

for success.  (See Item #111 Beginning Sound Cards.) 

6. "If a child gives you a wrong answer, you have asked the wrong question." 

Randall Klein 
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